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FRANCHE TAX A JOKE
TOTHE P.S CORPORATINS
0¥ LOSES AT EVERYTUR

Consolidated Gas Bookkeeping Illus-
trates How the “Tax and Inter-
est” Charged Is Manipulated---
Gross Earnings Tax the Remedy.

The Evening World experia have demonstrated the futllity of forcing
public utlilty corporations to pay a proper proportionate tax on & net
fncome basls and have insisted that the most effective method was to
wasess on gross earnings—which limited the opportunity to bookkeeplog
Jugglery. The State collects on a gross carning basis and the city tax
should be similarly appHed—at a rate to be determined by the Legislature
~—and an end would be put 1o the years of ltigation and compromise

' representing previous overcharges to

' Gas Company) obtained similar abate-

-

which have followed a woak enforcement of the franchise tax law,

The speclal Franchise Tax Law has®

few friends outsde the carporations.

They fought it from the first, finally

tamed It and now it aata out of thelr

hands. If the city could collect to-
day the money that public service
corporations owe for franchise taxes
ths tax rate would probably be about
the same as last year in spite of the
unjust and oppressive direot 1tnx
which Gov, Whitman now admits

Waa unnecegsary.

The corporations peralatently dis-
pute the franchise tax assessments.
The city authorities have sent about
the country for experts to come hers
and make the assesaments, and some-
times it has been found that the out-
side experts wers of a most pessimis-
tie turn of mind concerning the values
of putllc aervice property in the city
Alrests. Aa the expenwses of the clty
bave climbed and climbed the an-
soaaed valuation of eorporations for
franchiss purposes has slumped and
slumped,

Between 1910 and 1913 the publie
utilities companies of the oity dis-
puted assessments for franchise tax
purposes amounting to §2,476,442,136
The corporatior defled the city to
collect, and the matter dragged along
until 1510, when settlements began to
Srow uut of court proceedings, The
assessment was reduced $5651,233,728, or
22 per cent, Readers of The Evening
World will do well to keep thelr at-
tention on this matter of the special
franchise tax, because L s golng to
make some amazing revelations as
this werles of taxation articles de-
velops,

JUSBT HOW THE CONSOLIDATED
JUGGLES IN BOOKKEEPING,
The lnterborough and the B, K, T.

are notorious franchise tax dodgers,

but It remains for the Consolldated

Gas Company to use the plan of re-

fusing to pay the specinl franchise

tax as u means of making the books
show less profit than is really sarned.

Here s wihiat the Public Bervice l':“m-l

minsion sald about the report of Con-

solidated Gus for the flscal year I.lls.]
1914—the Intest avallable.

*“There waa charged to incoms and
set asids for unpald special franchise)
taxes and taxes on ‘maing, pipes and
connections’ approximately 1,581,001
together with some $125,000 for inter-
est on unpald taxes, It is the prac-
tioa of the Consolidated Gas Com-
pany, even when they are disputing)
thess tax levies, to charge againat
ineome not only the total amount of
levy but also the maximum intorest
penalty (7%) per anhum,

“An & result of this policy axpenses |
are overatated and profits are under- |
stated. At the time of toe last sottle-
ment of tha apecial franchise taxes,
which was in 1910, for the three vears
1907.00, the Conaolidated Gas Com-
yany alone obtained a reduction from
l1.m.wo to §$765,000 (an abatement of
$613,000) besides a reductinn in the in.
terest penalty from $524,000 to $40,000,
thus returning to surplus §1,157,000

0me.
'nﬁ-rh. New York Edison Company at
the same time obtained abatements
uggregating $668,000, and other subsi-
diary companlies (of the Consolldatad

mu'u
Thers are soms fgures to ponder
over, gentle real estata owner, in con-
wetion with the fact that the tax

vata for tha year Is sstimated at §21.40

‘To Prevent
Falling Hair

(uficura Soap
And Omiment

L
Are most sucoessful becnuse they re-

par $1,000, and will be higher If the
returns on the personal tax assess-
ment do not measura up to the axpecs
tations of the budget makers. It s
quite necessary that the humble real
ontate owper pay his taxes when they
nre due,

AN EABY WAY TO SWELL A
SURPLUS.

The Consolldated Gas Company has
n mueh more businosslike system, It
refuses to pay taxea for three years,
enters into a dicker with the olty
which wipes away close to. 560 per
ooent, af the accumulated taxes and
over A7 per cent, of the acoumulated
interest and puts over $1,000,000 into
surplus, And all the time it has been
refusing to pay taxes |t has been us-
Ing these very tixes as a bookkeep-
ing expedient to hold down dividenda,
Of course It in expedient that divi-
dends be Kept down or the publie
might think there Is top much money
in manufacturing and selling 80 ennt
[ T3
Ona corporation objsction to the tax
on gross Income is that it would be
oppressive on companies which are
not earning profits, In the fAirst place
there In no reason why every prop
erly monaged publie utility corpora-
tion In this great city should not be
making great profits. It is not tha
fault of the peopla that many of
these gigantle corporations have besn
wrecked for stockjobbhing purposes.
And in the second place the special
frovehise tax in assossed axalost di-
vidend paying and non-dividend pay-
ing companies alike,

The !llustration quoted above frem
the eriticlsm of the Consolldated Gas
Company by the Public Bervics Com-
misslon shows the fMutllity of a tax
on net Incomes of corporations. Judg-
ng from past experience It Is falr
to assume fust what the Consolldated
Gas Company will do-—fight the tax,

j charge it and 7 per cent. Interest up

to Incoma, thus padding the axpanses
and shrinking the very net Income
upon which the tax would bes as-

-IN-LAW

SUES MOTHER
FOR WIFE'S DEAD LOVE

Dr. Myers Asks $100,000 in Su-
preme Court for Alienation
of Affection.

Blaming his mother«in.law, Mra
Sally Kahn, for the estrangement
that has occurred between himself
and wife, Dr., Edward E. Myers of
No. K21 West End Avenus and a
member of the faculty of (Columbia
University, to-duy broughtt suit
againat Mrs. Kahn for $100,000 dam-
ages for allenation of affections, Mrs.
Myers 1a the daughter of Mra, Kahn,
The wedding took place in June of
lant yoar,

It appears from the papers In the
cane that Mra, Myers has left for
Dallas, Tex., whers her father lives.

Until Mrs. Kahn came to New
York. the physician alleges, his mar-
ried life was happy.

"I was called & pauper and a beg-
gar,” Dr. Myers assarts, “My wife
was Implored to leave ms go to Texas
and obtain a divoree. Mrs, Kahn told
my wife that she wanted her to wed
the mnn she knew befors 1 courted
haer."

Dr. Myars nlloges hin mother.in
Inw hired detectives 1o keap bhim
under constant survelllinee

SRR —
MANDEL CREDITORS MEET.

Heject Bide for Henl Extate of De-
funct East Side Bank,

The ereditors of the Adolf Mandel
Savings Hank, No. 1856 Bivington Street,
met thin morning hefore Willlam Allen,

referes In bankruptey, m the Federal
Court Bullding and rejected all bids
for the bankrupt's real estate The
nmount of tha bids totalled less than
75 per cont, of the appraised valuation
af the defunct bank™ s property Among
the bids turned down was that of
Lench  Cross, the priga fighter, of
$51.000 for two wuptown apartment
hivises

The real propeity of the bank, com-
prising =ome 38 piareels of land, ex-
Hickaville,
fered ut public =ale
The ereditors will
next month,

——

DEATH BY GAS IN HOTEL.

in

Long Inland, will be of-
on Jan. 20 ar 24
muel again early

ot

Willlamsbhurg tGirover Foand

Moom With Buarner Turasd On,

Afty-neven
No. 147

Erneat
old, =

Seemeyer,
grocer of

Years
Wicknft

in Zimmerling's Hotel, No, 1876 Myrtls
Avenus, this morning. A gas burner in
the room was turned on full, See-

nonkdnndml. alllny lihehinl ;nd irr'n..:-
tion, the scalp clean, and promote
hnl'u;;?g;ir ;rowrng conditions.

Samples Free by Mall
Cutieurs 2.. and Ol

of nﬂdn%m“
samgle of each .
=m

meyer ontered the hotel at 2 A. M. and
left n call for 6.30 o'clock.

The body was taken to the Hamburg
| Avonue Folice Station where It waa
| identified by Mrs. Annle Seemeyer, hia
wife,
‘whr her husband should have taken his
I‘.VI.Ie. Heemeyer leavea three adult daugh-

ra. =

cluding lots in Munroe County, Pa,, and |

DS RECONDFALSE,
MALTBIE SWEARS

N LEATIVGEASE

Former Commissioner Vehe:!
mently Denies He Voted for
Delay, as Minutes Show.

AFFECTS WCALL STOCK. |

Witness Also Gives lnside;
Facts on Brooklyn 95- |
Cent Gas Rate Fight. |

By Sophie Irene Loeb,
Considerable llght on the past ac- |
tivities of thes Publle Servics Com- |
mission was shown before tha Thomp-
son [ovestigating Committes by the
chlef witness at yesterday's nulon.'
former Commissioner Milo R. Malt-
ble, when confronted with the rec.
orda of March 2 last, in which Mait.
blse was recorded ns wvotlng with
Chalrman MoeCall o faver of an ex-
tension of time in the Brooklyn Edi-
aON rato cnse,

Mr. Maltbie proclaimed the rec-
ord of that vote as false. This is
significant in view of the recent
devalopments concerning this cor- |
poration, which is the operating
company of the Kings County
Elsctric Light and Power Com-
pany, the latter being the con-
cearn in which MeCall's wife held
stock. It develops that if Maltbie
had been recorded properly, as
voting in the negative, it could
not have passed without McCall's
vote, There were four Commis-
sloners present, and a majority
vate of the comminsion was nec-

EsBArY.
The testimony clearly disclossd
that Maltble vigorously opposed

tavoring the company In an sxten-
sion of time, and It bas since devel.
oped this case s still pending, Malt-
ble having gone out of office during
the time for which this extension
was allowed,

ALSO GIVES NEW LIGHT ON
GAS RATE CASE.

Mr. Maltble furtbher madeo some im-
portant statements concerning the
Kings County gas camse now pending
before the commission, and in which
Commissioner Willlams now recom-
mends a ninety-five-cent rate, deemaod
to be exorbitant by the people of the
Thirtieth Ward who have bean fight-
ing for an eighiy-cent rate for five
years,

Maltbie showed how the figures
found by the former Public Ser-
vies Commission differed in but
$2,000 from the company's own
figures. As has been expossd by
The Evening World, and by the
svidence before the investigating
committes, the company velunta-
rily offered to reduce the price
of gas on a sliding scale in 1911
from ninety cents so that there
would now have prevailed an
sighty-cant gas rate.

The commission did not accept thess
rates from the company, but after in-
vestigation provided & slmilar rate
#0 that thers would now be ln opera-
tlon on elghty-cent rate, According
to Mr, Malthle the figures on which
thess similar rates were bused were xo
close that he attempted to effect an
agreement with the compay in order
to avold litigation; but avideotly, ac-
cording to ex-Judge Morgan J.
O'Brien, attorney for the company,
the latier preferred 1o litlgate, which
has proved profitable to the company,
especially since the company is ul.
lowad to still charge ninety-five centa
in this locallty, and If Commissioner
Willlama'as opinion 13 adopted will
continue,

WILLIAMS ACCEPTED FIGURES

OF THE GAS COMPANY,

However, the Thompson committes
yesterday askoed the commisaslon to
suspend action on this cass until they
hod examined It Mr, Malthio's testl.
money as to the amull difference in
figures (v as followns:

Tudge O'Brien came o the oMee
think wa had two or thres
conferences regarding the matter
~and | suggented to him, asked
him, what the attitude of the
company would be upon A rate
auch us outlined in my apinion,
which called for a rate of 85 conty |
for the remainder of 1912, nnd ot |
B0 eents o Jan 1, 1913, The Judge |
sald that the matter would he
taken up with the company, and
they would conslder it and let un
kttow what thelr attitude an It
would be later. Wa were luter in.
formed that the ratea which wa
had suggemted would not nllow
them an amount of monoy which |
they considerad suffctent. |

Q. Informed by whom? A. Wa |
were Iinformed by Judge O'Rrinn,
Well, | nsked him then what the
difference was—how mueh diffor-
ence there was boetweon thelr fig-
ures and our own flgures, tha
idea heing to sen whether we
could get a aettlament of the caan
or whether we were 8o far apurt
that a soettlement wos out of the

-1

Avenue, Willlamehurg, was found df.'ll1|

Bhe sald she knew of no reason |

qQuestion,
Judge O'Brien  informed um
elther at that time or ut w later

date, hut In the fall of 1011, after
the figures had bosn made, that
thers was a differcnce of about
$2000 in the income that our
rates would provide, acenrding to
the estimates of the company, and
tha eatimiates preparcd by the
company themselves as to the net
income that they thought they
ought to have, It might not have
heen exactly $2,000, but it was
around that figure,

Wall, | expressed myssif at
ence that if the differsnce be-

l
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SAPPER By STURRY RESTR.CTIONS

OFFICR A FaLTDRY

KO PLACE ®ou
CHiLpaRe  To
PLAY BX(erT
™E STRERTYS

THE NECESSITY
BE  WORNKING

She’s a Success, but There Seems to Be a Grow-
ing Belief That She Isn’t Getting a Fair Show
From the State, Which Makes Mother-
hood, Under Modern Economic Con-
ditions, More and More Difficullt.

By Marguerite Mooers Marshall.

Not the American mother of to-day, but a conspiracy of civillzatlon !a
responsible for the dwindling of the American family, according to two let
ters which I have recelved respectively from a man and a woman.

Even before she Is a wife and mother, argues “Mra,
L. G."” the stuffy oMeo or the machine-choked factory
druins the vitality of the American girl, When she
marries and has a number of children she Is thereby
automatically barred from many apartments. When
she ultimately setties in a place where the practice of
race sulelde is not a condition of tenancy, she findg that
her children ennnot play indoors without vwoking com-
plulnts from all her nelghbors, Yet If the youngsters
go into the streets they risk death hourly from the
wanifold modern descoendants of the car of Juggernaut,

“Bachelor” takes up the atriln to point out that as
the ehlldren reach adolescence, Judge Poverty (s ever ready to pass upon
them the scntence, “"Working Papers,” and that the aversge mother and
father who would ignore this muandate in the Interests of education must
make exceptional sacrifices, particularly If the famlly Is a large one, And
ench wrlter, the woman positively, the mun Interrogutively, deals with the
question of just how far a woman's “duty to the State” should carry herl
when the State places such obutacles In her path—or at least does nothing
to remove them.

WHAT DOES THE STATE DO FOR
THE MOTHER?

The Intelllgent mother of
cannot escoaps from this
The self-appolnted spokesmen of “'the
Stata"” say to her in effect: It Is
your fob to produce citizens, and In
the doing of this Jobh you muat sndure
days of pain and months of weariness;
you must risk an agonizsing death
over and over aguini you must use
up the best, most vigorous, most pro-
ductive years of your Hfe. Your chil-

, B
L AR AL

of the conditions under which the
younger generation must grow
up. lan't it rather superficial to
attribute our amall families solely
to the selfishness and frivolity of
the American mother of to-day!?
Do Evening World readers be-
lieve that she in as selfish and
frivolous as many critica assert?

The man nowadays who feels
a John-the:Baptist mood com-
ing on dosan't go into the desert
and eat locusts and wild honey;
he sits down at his desk and

to-day
question

ers?

we toll and pay for 1. Aa for the
sinoking schoulboys, 1 think the for-
elgn boys are carly smokers. Paintad
schoolgirls are scarce, That sduca-
flon in cheap Is & factl, bul okn we
feed our childeen on 1T Oh, no, Vislt
the poor quarters whero they havae
biig familien and ses how the children
die for lack of praper foml,
“MRS L. O~

THIS BACHELOR THINKS AMERI-
CAN MOTHERS O, K,

“Idear Madam: Are forelgn-born
mothers better than American moth-
I say, decldedly, "No.' True, the
forelgn-born mother gives her children
moro individual care In nursing than

children can get
the

their
S S

mother will be making
sa that her children can get an

Amarican mother doss not prove that
they will reach maturity. Let our
rood frliend, e, Guilfoy, give us that
percantage of the numbar that do
ngninst the children of the American education,

born, Will he alpo tell us waat chil- “l was born In England, was the
iren of tender ago are found in the |younwest of Ave children and am the
sweatshop factory or the mines”™ Do aply one living, One disd under two
thay come from the small family of |years, one in the Nfteenth year, an-
the American woman or the large | ather in the seventeonth year,

family of the forvign woman? Halin the twenty-first year. | in
cinima the American woman, becauss | guality, not quantity.
of her duty to the State, should have "HACHBELOR™

n large family. Why?

“I am A great defender of Amerieoan GO TO WABHINGTON "'.'.m

woman ;rhf‘l'l mr A faw of the olass AND SEE FINE "KIDDIES™
fomcord s B0 fow » bo almo &
:,::"Nr:m;,w' : e -/ wt Pwar Madam: The answap to your

atlons lnst

1 I=
“All thoar who are In dooht that tha

in night's Evenaing

“The areatest fault of the
American mother ia that she may

will find the forsian-born mother
looking toward the time when her

healthy, heautiful,
fivigienes In there,

be toe indulgent with her small ‘Made In America’ mother is not the
family. The fareign.barn mother best i the world, take o walk any day
rules her family with fear. In the | (snornine or afterncon) on Washing-
sama sconomic circumstances vou tonn Helghts and see the "kiddien'—

happy and strong.
J. B V.
——

To the Publie

Announcement has been made in
the columns of a theatrical magazine
to the effect that

PATHE

has formed a combination with other
moving picture interests, these latter
having stock for sale.
The report has
foundation.

Pathe Has No Stock For Sale

Pathe has not combined, nor will
Pathecombine with any moving picture
interests selling stocks to the public.

LOUIS ]J. GASNIER,

General Manager,

Pathe Exchange, Inc,,

absolutely no

the American mother, but the foreign-
born mother with her large family |s
likely to look on her children as so
much property and to consider how
snon will they be able to add te the
family purse. Becauss they survive
infancy better than children of the

P — e

dren shall be provided with free
schooling, but not with free milk, al- 7
though they must drink milk If lm-\'|

there shall |

writos a novel about the heartiess |
American woman. But (s she |
really a failure as a mother? Tell

me what you think about it. i
be parks for them, although perhaps | MOTHERHOOD DISCOURAGED BY |

located miles from where they live; in | “NO CHILDREN ALLOWED." |
the libraries they may obtaln free| i\ Madem: | am forelgn-born |

books, but | expect you to Keep them | b A wieri an-bred, Lack of hesith,
supplied with shoos. What shall you | food, clothes and room compels me to

are to live to school age

receive  for your servicea? W rn"|m--:-\'-' that the small family |8 ad- |

what do you need boyond the con- | oiible.  When the American girl |
|

welotaness that you are dolng YouF | wuiihes her alxteenth vear she en- |

full duty to the socisty In which vou |

Josm, 1f she hus been educated, al
Hve!l Just think about that and smlC | gy little oMo and a  ton-cent
happily when you're so tived that you | jyaeh If she has not Been educited
wish you wera dead.” she goes from the little fat where

Children are their own reward,
of course, for the many women
who instinctively love them pnd
on whom the burden of supplying
their material needs does not fall
too heavily. But does the modern
State provide such heautiful and
harmonious conditions for moth:
ors and children that it has ths
right to demand of the former a
multiplicity of the latter? And |
in most communitien womeh ars |
not even given a chance to work,
with their votes, for a betterment

shie has been brougiht up to an elec-
trienl machine In & factory on the
tenth ar eleventh floor, where all the
youth and vitality ts drawn from her,
“I agres with you that tha
Amoricans of & hundred years ago
had big families and that Lincoln
and Garfield were poor hoys, but
tell me, dear madam, did their
parentd ever get turned awa
from a flat where they were told,
‘Oh, no large families; two is the
limit here,’ or perhaps no children
are allowed? No, the days are
uons when people lived in littla
cottages, where the children wore
nllowed to romp and play in the
gardens and woods. They were
little expense and no trouble
Thers were no cars or autos to
run them dewn to death, as hap-
pens with the poor little tots of
to-day. In the flats they must

tween us was only $2000, we |
would disposs of that at onos and
?r.nt them the $2,000. That is,
ix the rats so they would get
$2.000 more income, | cansidered
that in such a miner matter it

!
would bs exceedingly wine to | stand as still as statues or tha
agree with my adversary quickly, | neighbor downstairs will com
and | stated so far as | was con- | :’r"l""-“ They ﬂ_}:ltl not l“"'dl on
cernad | would recommend a L] aope. sir only play-
modification of tho rates which | f0rounds are the gutters, whers
would give them that 32000 | they may be crushed to death
which they thought they ought ta We nwe the Htate nn Auty, for
have. - L does not provide for os un
Al 1T war more hopeful than th
facits Justified, hecous whan they
wont back 1o consider It wi
company. the rompany doeldsd I
they would hot tuke the propos tine | y
pnd which o sny oplnion 'II"I\--:- 114l || ."ﬂk(‘ " a Da“" "“h"
which I think I expressoed, wan whaolly | 8t
undostificd, and there miast ha some iI
thingd mora in the situation tha -
$2.000, hecalise 1P they wanted $2.000 "1
and we sald we wonld fix the rate |
cortuinly that matter was wipnd out ‘n
The dea was, Instead of having an |
Ri-cent rato apply an the first of Oe- |
tobor or first of Novembor, It wonld |
apply on the first of the vear o al
two months I8 such a minor matier
t wauld not hiavae theen of greal Im- ||
| portanos, |

Q. Bub they would not eonment to |l
that? A. They would not conment, |
and I told him | guessed they thoueh! | B
they vcould muke more maoney In 1 I
gutlng thun they vould In setfling it |
and I have net since changed my|
opinion,

Q. 1t evidently pretty nearly pald

il

them, accarding to the records up tn
date. A. 1 think the fgures would |
whow that oven after paying counsel
very generously they had money to

Appreved
:nﬂpl

|

25 W. 45th Street.
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Itathon and Heal!

No Child Is “Naturally Lazy”"

Y

Something is wrong

That something is usually econsti-

pation.

Constipation is one of the greatest
dangers of childhood —not only in
childhood but because it is an in-
sidious habit that grows and be-
comes chronic as the years go on.

Do not use cathartics and strong purges

for children, except on

IThey wealen the natural provess nf evacu-
ation snd are dangerous

Nujol

THE

STANDARD OII, COMPANY

Bavonne

OUR little boy or girl isn't
listless, apathetic, sleepy at
the wrong time— naturally.

Nujol, & pure white mineral oil, s the
medically endorsed remedy for constipas
tion. INujol acts solely as & lubricant
olling the intestinal tract, softening the
contents, and thus promoting easy normal
evacuations, It is not absorbed by the
gyatem, and may be taken In any quantity
without harm. Henee It is especially re-
commended for ehildren,

Nuinl is colorless, odorless and tasteless,
Over 42,000 doctors already have asked us
to send them samples of Nujol,

Write for booklet, **The Rational Treat-
ment of Con I||-nll||'n." If your druggist
hasn't it, we will send & pint bottle of
Nujnl prepaid to any point in the Dnited
States on receipt money order or
slamps,

l‘ﬂfh-r'! orders,
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